
CoC's Guidance on Unsheltered PIT Count

Are they Category 1-Literally Homeless Only?

Category 1: Clients who meet the criteria of homeless definition as place not meant for human habitation only. 
This includes individuals and families with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, 

abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground. 

No NO Yes

This individual/family does 

NOT meet the definition of 

Category 1 and should be 

excluded from count.

Are they in 

a tent?
Yes

No

Is the tent located on a campus 

maintained by a government or other 

entity? Are there barracks style 

sleeping accommodations for multiple 

individuals or households where 

toilets, showers, and communal food 

preparation or food service ares are 

provided?

Yes, 

considered 

sheltered.

 

No,

considered

unsheltered. Are they in 

a vehicle?

No

Are they in 

a RV?

No

Are they in 

a tiny home 

or shed?

Yes

Is it located in a mobile home park or 

campus that advertises itself as 

providing temporary stays? In 

addition, is the RV regularly 

connected to water, sewer and 

utilities or a septic system, well and 

generator, OR does the park or 

campus provide toilets, showers, and 

communal food preparation or food 

service areas?

Does the unit contain a toilet, shower, kitchen, sleeping and 

living space? Are they connected to water, sewer and utilities, 

or a septic system, well and generator? Is it on a campus 

maintained by another organization? If so, does the campus 

have enough toilets and showers per capita and within a 

reasonable distance? Does the unit have heat or air 

conditioning when regular seasonal patterns fall below 32 or 

above 100 degrees.

YES

Yes, 

considered 

sheltered.

 

No,

considered

unsheltered.

Yes

Yes, 

considered 

sheltered.

 

NO

No,

considered

unsheltered.NO

Yes,

considered

unsheltered regardless 

of location.

NO
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